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negatively or affirmatively, Dr. Brinton does not believe—and 
we presume not many enlightened theologians will venture to 
disagree with him. The benefits of prayer are entirely subjec¬ 
tive. The resignation to the Divine Will, which humble and 
sincere prayer so frequently brings, is not the best of its bless¬ 
ings, either as regards the submission of the mind to misfortune, 
or the strengthening of the resolution to overcome impending 
disasters. The faculty of expectant attention is most generally 
excited by earnest prayer, and hence it is not surprising that 
the fervant petition which relates entirely to intrinsic circum¬ 
stances should often be granted so promptly as to suggest the 
idea of immediate divine interference, and further as Dr. Brinton 
says: “ The prayer of faith finds its only objective answer in 
itself, in. accepting whatever befalls as the revelation of the will 
of God as to what is best. This temper of mind as to the real 
answering of prayer, was beautifully set forth by St. John: ‘If 
we knb<v that he hears us, whatever we ask we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired of him.’” 

The three following and last chapters, are devoted' to the 
myth and the mythical cycles, the culk, its symbols and rites, 
and the momenta of religious thought. In all of these Dr. 
Brinton displays a thorough acquaintance with the subjects 
considered, and a remarkable faculty for expressing his ideas 
with clearness and directness. Throughout, his little book is 
most admirable, and cannot fail to add to the reputation of its 
author as a scholar, and to the status of American literary and 
scientific research. W. A. H. 
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I. This work contains some twenty-nine lectures on the treat¬ 
ment of talipes, coxitis and other diseases and deformities, which 
serve as a useful supplement to the more general works on sur¬ 
gery. The well known reputation of the author in this depart¬ 
ment of surgery is of itself enough to attract attention to the 
work, and it will be well repaid to the reader. The descriptions 
of the operations and appliances .are full and clear, and the style 
of the book, though it has all the freedom and lack of absolute 
literary finish of the lecture room, is still very readable and plain. 
The very numerous illustrations in many cases are a decided aid 
to the reader in understanding the cases and appliances de¬ 
scribed. 

In the last lecture, Dr. Sayre includes under the class of de¬ 
formities of which he treats, one that we should hardly expect 
to meet with in his book, that of “wrist drop” from lead poison¬ 
ing, which he treats, in addition to. the usual methods, by an ex¬ 
tension apparatus which keeps the hand in a natural position 
and allows a greater amount of exercise than would be other¬ 
wise possible. The idea seems to be an excellent one, and might 
be applied with advantage in many kinds of paralysis and con¬ 
tractures not mentioned by the author. 

We can cordially recommend this book as an addition to the 
surgical literature of the day. 

II. Dr. Louis A. Duhring furnishes in this Atlas of Skin Dis¬ 
eases, a series of illustrations which will be exceedingly valuable 
to those who have felt the difficulties attending the study of this- 
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special class of affections. Such a work is, in effect, a clinic al¬ 
ways at hand and accessible, the usefulness of which in the 
recognition of many of the more obscure and rarer forms of skin 
disorder will be readily appreciated. It will also, we trust, serve 
to clear up, to some extent, much of the confusion that now ap¬ 
pears to exist in regard to this class of affections, or, at least, af¬ 
ford a reasonable standard for comparison for practical medical 
men who are not specialists in this department. 

The subjects presented in this first part are eczema, (erythe- 
inatosum), psoriasis, lupus erythematosus, and syphiloderma 
(pustulosum). The illustrations are very handsomely executed, 
and the make up of the part as a whole is very fine. We wish 
the enterprise a generous support. 

III. It seems hardly necessary to say much in introduction 
of a new edition of so well known a work as Da Costa’s Medical 
Diagnosis, and one that has deservedly held so high a position 
in the estimation of the profession. We can only offer general 
remarks in regard to its merits, and the additions which have 
been made in the present edition. These are found, as the author 
states, chiefly in the portions of the book on nervous diseases 
and on fevers. Still, we find from the notes and references that 
a thorough revision has been made in other portions of the work. 
In that part specially devoted to the diagnosis of diseases of the 
nervous system, the alterations are quite numerous, and bring 
the work much more nearly up to the present state of our 
knowledge than before. 

We can cordially recommend the work to students and prac¬ 
titioners, and feel confident that it will retain its position in the 
favor of the medical profession. 

IY. This work, coming from the well known editor of the 
most comprehensive and extensive surgical cyclopedia in our lan¬ 
guage, will naturally be expected to be a complete and thorough 
manual of its subject. And it appears to be such; to represent 
very satisfactorily the most recent state of our knowledge, and 
to afford in a convenient form the chief practical data needed by 
the busy practitioner. We regret that the scope of our Journal, 
and the lack of the requisite space, debars us from giving a more 
detailed notice here of this work. There are several points in 
regard to which a closer criticism would be desirable. It has 
many merits and some defects; these latter, indeed, are easy to 
find in any work of its size. 

A welcome feature in a book of this kind, is the originality of 
its illustrations which are throughout new, and not the old cuts 
that often do duty in entirely different associations. The book 
is a valuable addition to the list of surgical text-books. 

Y. This work, as the translator states in his preface is, in 
Germany, the standard authority on this branch of medicine, 
and he presents it to the medical public of this country with the 
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hope that it will prove a “ Valuable addition to American medi¬ 
cal literature, in that it ? presents in the most impartial manner 
the views of all the distinguished men who have contributed to a 
better appreciation of the pathology and treatment of the 
diseases of childbed.” The translation of a standard work 
from a tongue so much the language of science as the German, 
could hardly fail to be a service to the English speaking public, 
and in the present case the work in a great measure occupies a 
field that is not so especially filled by works of its class in our 
language. Though the diseases of the puerperal condition are 
more or less fully treated of in the works on obstetrics, and the 
periodical medical literature is full of the subject, still we have 
not many text-books specially devoted to these subjects. The 
usefulness of of such a text-book will hardly be questioned. 

One feature of this work is noticeable; it is a defect which 
might be made up by editorial labor on the part of the transla¬ 
tor. The author gives a bibliography of the principle European 
memoirs upon each subject, but the American references are 
confined to a very few titles, generally taken at second hand from 
the year books or from English authors. The amount of litera¬ 
ture, much of it valuable, that has appeared in this country upon 
these subjects is very great, and it would have added somewhat 
to the value of the work to have, had some recent English and 
American contributions noticed, in editorial annotations at 
least. We trust this will be done in future editions. 

We think Dr. Chadwick has rendered his countrymen a 
service in the translation of this book. 

YI. This elegant volume is divided in to two parts; the mortality 
statistics, by Drs. G. S. Winston and E. J. Marsh, of the medi¬ 
cal department, and the report of the actuary, W. H. C. Bart¬ 
lett, on the mortuary experience of the company, both of these 
reports covering a period of some thirty years, from 1843 to 
1874. Both of these contain matter of interest, but especially 
the first. Thus we have tables and diagrams giving the analy¬ 
sis of fifty-two hundred and twenty-four cases of death, the 
percentages from each special cause at different ages, in the 
various sections of the country, among foreign and native born, 
and according to the different nationalities, and the proportions 
of deaths from each cause in the different years of insurance. 
Thus we find for example the deaths attributed to nervous 
diseases amounting to a little over sixteen per cent, of the whole; 
that they increase with age, are most common in the eastern 
portion of the country, and proportionally so among foreigners, 
the Scotch taking the lead in this respect. On the other hand 
the Americans lead the list in the mortality from some other 
diseases, such as typhoid fevers, etc. The statistics are interest¬ 
ing and valuable, always bearing in mind, of course, the facts 
that they refer only to the mortality, and not the actual fre¬ 
quency of disease, and that in the selected class of the popula¬ 
tion who are accepted as insurable. 
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The actuary’s report bears out the assertion that has recently 
been made, that the mortality experience of American companies 
is more favorable than that of the English tables. No reasons 
for this are offered, and as far as we know, none have been given 
elsewhere. It is not probable that the average expectation of 
life is much greater in this country than elsewhere, under the 
same circumstances, though it is undoubtedly as good. It may 
be that the habits of living of the class of insured persons in 
this country are more favorable in some respects than those of 
the same class in Great Britain, where the use of fermented 
drinks, for example, is certainly much more general in respect¬ 
able society than it is here. There may, however, be other 
reasons, and it is possible, indeed; that Americans have greater 
stamina and vitality than Englishmen. 

If the other great insurance companies of the country, the 
Connecticut Mutual or the Mutual Benefit of New Jersey, for 
instance, as well as others, would also publish and discuss 
their medical and actuarial statistics, a very valuable mass of 
information might be obtained, and many interesting questions 
solved that are at present in' the dark. 

YII. The specimen fasciculus of the catalogue of the National 
Medical Library, at Washington, gives us about one-third of the 
letter A, and indicates very plainly the richness of the collec¬ 
tion, and the industry of its custodian, Dr. Billings. We have 
no criticism to offer, but would like to see the completed cata¬ 
logue upon the plan here indicated. With frequent sup¬ 
plemental lists it will form the most complete medical biblio¬ 
graphical record in our knowledge. 

We like the name “National” given in this catalogue, and hope 
that the like change may be made in the title of the Medical 
Museum at Washington, so as to relieve it from even the 
appearance of exclusiveness, indicated by its present designation. 



